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AETIO^E  I.

A  SHORT  PARALLEL  BBTWEEN  THE  BRAHMINICAL AND  THE
BUDDHISTIC  RELIGIOUS  ORDERS.

It has been stated, on apparently incontrovertible
grounds, in the foregoing pages, that Buddhism has ori-
ginated to a considerable extent from Brahminism. The
following remarks will corroborate the statement, and give
an additional weight to the reasons already brought for-
ward. In fact, both systems have the same objects in
view, viz., the disentangling of the soul from passions and
the influence of the material world, and its perfect libera-
tion from metempsychosis and the action of matter. The
final end to be arrived at is, however, widely different.
The perfected Brahmin longs for his absorption in the
infinite being; the perfect Buddhist thirsts after a state
of complete isolation, which is nothing short of total
annihilation. But the means for obtaining the ardently
coveted perfection are in many respects the same. The
moral observances enforced by both creeds differ so little
from each other that they appear to be almost identical.
In both systems, moreover, we find a body of individuals
who aim at a complete and perfect observance of the
highest injunctions, striving to reach the very summit of
that perfection pointed out by the founders of their
respective institutions: these are the Brahminical and
Buddhist religious. To glance over the regulations en-
joined on the Brahmins, such as we find them in the Insti-
tutes of Menoo, and those prescribed by the Wini to the
Talapoins, cannot fail to be truly interesting. A sum-
mary comparison will enable the reader to perceive at
once how closely allied are the two creeds, and how great
is the resemblance between them both. He will see on
the clearest evidence that to Buddha is not to be ascribed
the merit of having originated so many fine moral pre-